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Another text declares that " the incantation is the incanta-
tion of Marduk, the exorcist is the image of Marduk." l In
the legend of the creation it is related that when Marduk
was preparing to fight the monster Tiamat he gave a proof
of his magical powers to the assembled gods by causing a
garment to disappear and reappear again at the word of his
mouth. And the other Babylonian deities had in like
manner recourse to magic, especially to magical words or
spells. " The word is above all the instrument of the gods ;
it seems to suit the high conception of their power better
than mere muscular effort; the hymns celebrate the irre-
sistible might of their word ; it is by their word that they
compel both animate and inanimate beings to answer their
purposes ; in short, they employ almost exclusively the oral
rites of magic." And like men they made use of amulets
and talismans.2 In the Vedic religion the gods are often
represented as attaining their ends by magical means ; in
particular the god Brhaspati, " the creator of all prayers," is
regarded as " the heavenly embodiment of the priesthood, in
so far as the priesthood is invested with the power, and
charged with the task,-of influencing the course of things by
prayers and spells" ; in short, he is " the possessor of the
magical power of the holy word/'8 So too in Norse myth-
ology Odin is said to have owed his supremacy and his
dominion over nature to his knowledge of the runes or
magical names of all things in earth and heaven. This
mystical lore he acquired as follows. The runic names of
all things were scratched on the things themselves, then
scraped off and mixed in a magical potion, which was com-
pounded of honey and the blood of the slain Kvasir, the
wisest of beings. A draught of this wonderful mead
imparted to Odin not only the wisdom of Kvasir, but also
a knowledge of all things, since he had swallowed their
runic or mystical names along with the blood of the sage.4
1  C.  Fossey, La Magie Assyrienne     Assyrian   and  Babylonian Literature
(Paris, 1902), pp. 123, 125.                     (New York, 1901), p. 291.
2  C.  Fossey, op. cit* pp.   137-139.         s H.   Oldenberg, Die Religion des
For the incident of the magical dis-      Veda, pp. 66-68, 514-517.
appearance   and  reappearance  of the         4 Fr.  Kaufiinann,   Balder, Mytku*
garment,   see   P.    Jensen,   Assyrisch-      und Sage (Strasburg, 1902), pp.   177^
Babyloitische Afythen und Epen (Ber-     203.     Compare J.   Grimm,  Detttsche
tin,   1900),   p.   23;   R.   F.   Harper,      Mythologi^ ii. 1024-1026.
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